CULTURAL INFORMATION
GERMANY
Did you know that….

… 
German children get their Christmas presents on the evening of the 24 December, Christmas Eve.

…
depending on where you live in Germany Christmas presents are brought by Father Christmas (der Weihnachtsmann) or Christ child (das Christkind).

…
in the night before the 6 December Saint Nikolaus ( on whom Santa Claus is modeled) comes and fills children’s boots or shoes with sweets, nuts and small presents.

…
most German families only put up their Christmas tree on Christmas Eve – with real candles on it.

…
on Easter Sunday German children go on an Easter egg hunt in their garden or house – the Easter bunny (der Osterhase) comes and hides coloured hard-boiled eggs (Ostereier) for them.

…
ther German version of the song ‘Happy birthday to you’ is ‘Zum Geburtstag viel Glück’.
…
Berlin is Germany’s capital (Hauptstadt) and also the largest city in Germany with approx. 3.5 million people.

…
the Federal Republic of Germany (Bundesrepublik Deutschland) consists of 16 federal states (Bundesländer), three of which, Berlin, Hamburg and Bremen are city states.

…
Berlin is Germany’s largest city with 3.5 million inhabitants, followed by Hamburg (1.6 million), Munich/München (1.2 million) and Cologne/Köln (1 million).

…
the famous ‘Oktoberfest’ in Munich starts around  20 September and runs for 2 weeks. It attracts visitors from all over the world, about 6.5 million visitors every year.

…
the highest mountain in Germany is called ‘Zugspitze’. It is in the Alps and is 2962 meters high. It is on the border between Germany and Austria.
…
the longest river in Germany is the Rhine (der Rhein), its German part is about 800 km long.

…
Germany has a population of nearly 83 million people. It is the country with the largest population in Europe.

…
there are over 100 million native German speakers in Europe. German is spoken in Germany, Austria, in parts of Switzerland, in Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, in some areas of Belgium and Northern Italy (Südtirol).
…
German is the most common mother tongue in Europe.

…
German is the second-most common language spoken in Europe (as mother tongue and foreign language), close behind English.

…
German is the second-most used language on the internet; more than 8% of all web-pages are in German.

…
Germany has 9 neighbours: Denmark, Poland, Czech Republic, Austria, Switzerland, France, Luxemburg, Belgium and the Netherlands.

…
Europe’s largest sea-port is in the city of Hamburg (Hamburger Hafen). It is on the mouth of the river Elbe where it flows into the North Sea.
…
The German city of Duisburg has the largest inland port in the world. It is situated on the river Rhine.

…
school starts at about 8am in Germany and Primary School finishes at  lunchtime. Secondary schools have afternoon classes generally only once or twice a week.
…
summer holidays are 6 weeks long in Germany.

…
there are generally no school uniforms in German schools. Pupils wear their normal clothes to school.

…
when you are invited to someone’s house for dinner or ‘Kaffee und Kuchen’  you would normally take a small gift for your host(s), i.e. flowers or chocolates.

